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Reviewer Guide – Word Watch
Product Highlights

Word Watch is a new word game now available on Palm devices. Like all Smart Box Design games, Word Watch combines strategy and thinking skills. Users must balance their desire to use all the letters or try for a smaller word, which results in red tiles for any unused letter. Eight or more red tiles and the game ends.

Word Watch offers three games. Word Watch is timed, for the more anxious there is Untimed, and finally Practice, which allows users to test their skills by selecting a specific word length. Upon selecting Word Watch you are presented with a five letter word jumbled. The goal is to make a word using all the letters before time runs out. However, if you cannot figure out the jumble, then enter the longest word you can. If time runs out before solving the full word, then the longest word you entered is used for that round. Any remaining letters become red tiles. During the bonus round, you will get an opportunity to use the red tiles. If successful, then the red tiles used are removed. You progress through the levels until you reach the maximum level or you have collected your eighth red tile.

Word Watch's help section explains the rules of the game. For users who would rather get started and learn while they play, there are in-game playing tips. Users can turn playing tips on or off at any time through the 'Preferences' menu.

As the user progresses through the game, several strategy tips are suggested. The strategy tips give insight on how to break down larger words into segments, such as if you see "ing", "ed" or an "s" within the presented letters, you are encouraged to move them to the word building area and to mix the remaining letters to see if you can spot the rood word. Word Watch is the only Palm jumble game that offers word from five to nine letters. From the in-game tips, users quickly learn that the game is a combination of strategy, probability, and luck—and then use this knowledge to work their way up the levels.
Word Watch has all the elements of the perfect mobile game: it's easy to learn, colorful, and fun to play. Users can save their game and then pick up right where they left off. Careful, though—once you start making words, it is hard to stop!

Getting Started

To install Word Watch, double-click the PRC, and then Hot Sync. 

Points of Interest

The title screen provides four shortcuts: Word Watch, Untimed,, Practice, and Help. These three shortcuts help users get going in a hurry. 

To learn how to play, tap the question mark on the title screen. After reading 'How to Play,' return to the title screen. To read more about the bonus round, open the game menu by tapping near the top of the screen, then select 'Bonus Round.' 

Start a game by tapping Word Watch. If a Register screen appears, tap the Register button and input the registration code provided.

Play several rounds, reading the 'Playing Tips.' 

Along the way, please note the following features.

1. The mix button on the right can help reveal new patterns to solve the jumble.
2. The triangles in the top row are used to move letters around which is helpful when you are trying different combinations.

3. If we recognize a word you've made, the check button turns green. Very useful when you can't think of the word or you are not sure of the spelling. When you've made it, we tell you.

4. Use the Pass button to move on, but make sure you've entered at least one word or else all the letters will become red tiles.

5. Use the Pass button during the bonus round if you can't think of a new word. No penalty is given for passing.

After playing several rounds, try the Practice game. It has a special anagram feature. If you solve the jumble and we detect another solution, you will be placed in the Anagram Round. Try to make another word using all the same letters. You'll be surprised what you can come up with.

After playing a couple of games, open the menu again. Select 'Statistics' under the 'Game' menu. The statistics show how well you are doing for a given word length. You might discover that you are actually better at larger words than small.
Summary

Word Watch is intended for users who love playing games—especially word or thinking games. Each timed round is 75 seconds so it is perfect for that quick break or during the commute to work or school. The more you play the better you get as you start to recognize word patterns. Once you start Word Watch you will want to play again and again.

Facts at a Glance

· Play against up to three of your friends, or take on some of the six computer players!

· Three games, each with their own appeal 

· Stay challenged with 18 difficulty levels 

· Word List with 50,000+ entries 

· Special interface that helps you solve the word 

· Stunning Graphics and Enhanced Sound 

· Install to device or memory card 

· Trainee tips to get you started 

· Strategy tips to help you win 

· Unique blend of strategy and jumble solving
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